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PREFACE

scribe the time you live in. All the events are still

fresh and it is difficult to distance yourself from
them. However, there are those times, which cannot tol-
erate simple, cold descriptions, but require engaged par-
ticipation. We bore witness to this in these horrid moments
of war. The truth is that it would be much easier to escape it
all. However, then man becomes an unrooted individual,
who forgets how sweet it is to be brave even when you
would rather just be a coward.
When you decide to describe your time, the next step is
to choose the language to achieve this. | found the sim-
plest language the most suitable for these complicated
events. | tried to avoid all the unnecessary theorizing and
to reach the very essence of the subject wherever possi-
ble. Regardless of the pain, it is important to find the truth.
And the truth is hidden in simplicity.

These written reports are a complete jumble: war,
love, soldiers, Our Lady, God, drugs, criminals. My inten-
tion was to conjure up the present and to describe the effort
of dealing with it all. In my opinion, you should not be alone
during those moments. Our greatest friend and the biggest
support that we can find is our God, who created us to
His own image. But, turning to him should not be an es-
cape, but rather a decision for even greater participation.
The easiest way to approach your God is through yourself
and through others. When | do not allow myself to despair
| come close to God within the depth of my own self.
When | do not allow myseli to hate others, | come closer
to God in his depths. The result of it all is the fulfillment of
life even if we were heartlessly oppressed by the events.

G enerally speaking, it is a great responsibility to de-
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THE NEW ORDER

was God and man, was crucified because of his words

and of his thoughts. They could not tolerate him, "the
carpenter's son," to disturb the course of their lives. He
had to suffer.

His followers suffered in the same way. They were
persecuted like wild animals. They wanted to destroy them.

Due to their perseverance and ineradicibility in the
4th Century after Jesus' death, the Christians were free to
profess their religion. They entered society in a grand
manner. Christian values had the advantage over all other
values. Discussions began about who was more correct:
theology or philosophy. Theology won. It seemed that a
time of happiness and content could finally come. But, it
did not. Everything was done and spoken in the name of
religion.

"The New Age" meant a turning point. Philosophy
awoke and declared war on theology. Sparks flew all
around. Theology had to withdraw. Philosophy smiled tri-
umphantly and started creating A New World. It would
take too long to enumerate all the orientations taken in
that creation. Let us just say that it resulted in creating the
consumer society in which we live in today.

Let us dwell for a moment upon that notion of a
"consumer society." It is constantly present in our con-
sciousness in one form or another. We have been in-
formed in various ways that we should create, create and
only create. The purpose of that creation is not to help an
individual to live easier in this world, but to accumulate
material riches for himself. When he has that, he is ap-
preciated, worthy and respected. As a result happiness is
material and not spiritual wealth. To live your life without
considerable wealth is a life spent in vain.

I watch the cross on the wall in my room. Jesus, who
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Such a way of thinking resulted in man's alienation
from himself. He was afraid of his future. A world in which it
was important what you had and not what you were wor-
thy of, was not his world. Such a world was cold. It could
not warm the individual nor help him in his anxieties.
Something new had to be initiated.

People of various professions started speaking of
"the New Order."” There should not be any arms, man must
not be afraid anymore; we must live in freedom and brother-
hood. This sounded fine, but people were again divided
into two sides: those who supported theology and those
who supported philosophy.

Theologians said that the time that was coming had
to be the time of return to religion. Holiness must "dash"
into our lives. Only in this way an individual will be saved.
If this did not occur, we would vanish.

Philosophers spoke of the great values of free-
dom, equality, brotherhood, the right of each individual for
a decent life... Various secret societies were commis-
sinqed to be representatives and propagators of that new
society.

Our Lady's apparition in Medugorje foiled everyone’s
designs. This became a demarcation point. It did not sup-
port anybody's side. As if She was familiar with neither the
dialogue of theology nor the learmned dialogue of philoso-
phy. She began to pronounce words and messages in a
simple way, one that people had long forgotten. Millions have
heard, and have passed through that place searching for
their lost souls.

It would be wrong however, to conclude that Our
Lady wants to underestimate people's efforts. It seems to
me that She only wants to bring us to the real beginning,
to the foundation on which something big and lasting can
be built. Mothing else. She wants to point us to the wis-
dom of the cross. In that way she reconciles theology and
philosophy.

However, it was not only God who was crucified. At
the same time, man was crucified, too. Throughout his-
tory, our rooms will be decorated with that truth. Seeing
the cross we come 1o the conclusion that we are neither
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only the spirit, nor only the body. We are both. While we
are walking in this world, we must be people who use
what God has given o us. However, at the same time we
face God who is waiting for us. These are two transversal
beams of the cross. If one is missing, the cross is miss-
ing, too. We could almost say, "the New Order” is missing
too.
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SPIRITUAL RENEWAL

and rainy. The year was 1943, the place Jalta. Three

men met and played with the destiny of the world. They
were not children unaware of their moves. They were
adults, respectable, clever people. At least, that's what
they say. They chose the empire of communism for my
people and me. Having done that, they destroyed my
childhood. Two of them comforted my people and other
peoples with a similar destiny that they would help us if
communism put us in jeopardy. We trusted them, not
knowing that they had sold us. The third one laughed. He
was right. We were let down in all our moments of diffi-
culty.

Howewver, Communism was overthrown. But nei-
ther thanks to those two men nor those similar to them.
Suffering, blood and the tears of those who were confined
overthrew it. Again, we did not receive any help. They who
came to leading positions in this world (without mention-
ing how) did not want to help the slaves to rid themselves
of their chains, to clean themselves and enjoy in their
freedom. If they had done so, they could not have shown
anyone "their glory and magnificence.”

In spite of all that, the liberated peoples turned to-
wards freedom. But, this was not the freedom of those who
speak of the world and its movements reclining in their
comfortable armchairs. This was the freedom that leads
towards the civilization of love. In such a civilization no-
body is denied to live freely and well, nobody is forced to
accept our attitudes. A civilization of love is a state when
we help someone not because of our own interest, but
simply because he is a man like we are, created in the
image of our common God. We do not try and live with
him in the tension of rivalry. Qur way of existence is the
harmonious relationship between brothers and sisters.

I do not know, but | assume that that day was gloomy
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This freedom for others cannot be obtained by
some kind of liberalism (without the everyday political con-
notations) and other similar efforts. | am sorry that the word
liber, which in Latin means free, has been opinionated.
The question is, free from what or free for what? Liberal-
ism is to be mostly free only from God. But, in that case,
is there any freedom at all? No! Freedom does not mean
to do everything that is not expressly forbidden. It is rather
a contemplation of our entire human existence in light of
God's thought. Liberalism is not capable of this because
its comprehension of human reason has been placed in
God's place.

Observing the world in this way and the relationships
within it, | agree with the statement that the society we live in,
must be renewed. | do not mean a renewal in which we,
as the majority, should completely change our attitudes. |
do not think | am immodest when | say that we were suc-
cessful in previous historical events. In spite of all that, we
kept our faith and belonging to the Croatian people. We
were not broken even by the horrible period of Commu-
nism. Finally, after so many centuries we can, let us say,
freely, within the framework of the international environ-
ment, decide our own destiny. That is why it is necessary
to remove the mire from the Croatian people that was
thrust upon us against our will. We have to see what has
changed in our spirit as a result of outside influences.
What kind of attitudes in life do we support? Furthermore,
are our attitudes the resuit of our Christian faith or do we
still feel uncomfortable for belonging to it. If renewal
based on our faith is not the initiator, then our renawal will
be in vain! We will be building a house in the sand!

But, | would like to expand a little. Wider society, in
which we live, the society of Western Europe, also
needs spiritual renewal. Once, it was a Christian society.
What is it today? God was quite abandoned in that soci-
gty. It started revolutions against Him, created philosophi-
cal orientations, which tried to replace God, by man. In
such an environment the two greatest mistakes of con-
temporary mankind appeared: Communism and National
Socialism. Mevertheless, attitudes, which led to all this
were referred to as advanced and everything else, was
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backward. Do we believe in this and are we confused for
being Christians and Catholics or are we proud of being
what we are?

How could all that happen? Dostoevsky in the char-
acter of Ivan Karamazov says; "If there is no God, then
everything is free." Quite a satisfactory response!

A long time ago, the Pope said that Europe needed
a new Announcement of Jesus' Good News. A long time
ago, missionaries of God's word were walking around
Europe. Today, deceitful missionaries are walking. They do
not want to help other to easily pass through our com-
mon valley of tears, but rather to sell something along
their way, no matter whether someone needs it or not.
These groups who seized power are using it for their own
personal enrichment and profit. It is always the same kind
of men who decide the destiny of people, without asking
these people whether they want them as their represen-
tatives or not. Europe, that is, the West, started crum-
bling as our common home. Shouts that Europe is uniting
are all in vain. It is becoming disunited, as it has forgotten
the foundations upon which something can be built. And
that is love, justice, sincerity...

However, there are larger and smaller islands on
which everything that can help us to return to our Chris-
tianity and ourselves is preserved. | will not mention them
individually now. If we look around ourselves a little, we
will recognize them. Distinct from other islands they can
be linked and expanded to complete areas within them-
selves. | can already see them growing and blooming!

Cne more thing! | must be honest and say that |
cannot have faith in something that is forcefully imposed
upon me. Why do newspapers, radio, TV... have to be
right? If they can think in the way they do, well then in the
name of freedom at least, which they say they them-
salves appreciate, let them allow me to think the way |
want to. Europe and the world are themselves not this. |
am this too. It does not matter which nation we belong to.
There is only one truth; there is only one God. When | get
up in the morning, | will remember Mary's words from
Medugorje: "Convert®, that is "Let us convert!”
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TO PRAY FOR PEACE

fighters returning from battles. It does not matter

where and when. They were fighting for their home-
land. | read their newspapers, | spoke to the people. Their
main thought was we must have our own state. That is why
their own soldiers walked the streets of their towns and
villages with their finger on the trigger. Those people who
were intermingled with them as a by the way, also wanted
to have their own state in addition to the already existing
one. They decided to fight. As a foreigner, it was difficult
and tedious to decide who was more right and who less. |
only wanted peace so that | could go on walking around
the beautiful sites of that country. Everything contrary to
that had to be eliminated.

Today it is no longer tedious to try and distinguish
between who is right and who is not. The battle, as a way
of solving confrontation among peoples reached the
threshold of my parent's home. In that home, as well as in
many other Croatian homes, we were always taught: Do
not kill, but accept others with open hands and an open
heart; do not steal... at the same time we were taught: re-
spect what you have; do not let anyone or anything in life
trample upon you...This however, is exactly what some-
one attempted to do: to trample us in order to destroy any
recollection of us in this world. In honor of all parents’
homes of the Croatian people, we could not let them do
this. We stood in defense even this may have been tedi-
ous and disturbing to foreigners.

From the point of view of mankind we did not
have to succeed as much as we already had. Everything
was against us. Even "the great, freedom-loving world."
It was afraid that someone would become free. It pre-
ferred to support the jailers rather than the inmates, be-

Lung befare this war, | watched tanks and fatigued
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cause the jailers were old acquaintances. In face a great
amount of money was invested in them. We all aware of
this yet, we still went on.

They who were more conscious among us (this
was the majority) turned to God from the very beginning.
They knew that he did not have guns, tanks, or planes...
but a sense for justice and a piece of freedom for every-
one. They prayed to the point of begaing, in gratitude, in
happiness for being with their God. They rarely prayed for
the destruction of their enemies. They just wanted peace
to come to our homeland Croatia and to our homeland
Bosnia-Herzegovina, as soon as possible. That peace
could not just be any peace. It needed to be a just peace, it
needed forever to uproot the cause behind the fighting.

| learned this prayer and intensified it watching our
Croatian soldiers in muddy trenches and cold blockhouses.
Even there they were aware of their humanity. They wanted
to keep everything that was good and nice that they gath-
ered in their lives. The Rosary was an integral part of their
military equipment. It helped them not to be ruthless to-
wards those on the other side of the front-line, so that
they do not becorme the thing that had to be destroyed.
They tried not to hate, but at the same time to defend
their home.

Vukovar, the town that recalls an unprecedented
outburst of evil, was a new source of inspiration for prayer.
Survivors testified to this prayer, unity with their God cre-
ated in them a courage and dignity unbeknown to them
before that. People prayed in basements and trenches
while shells, bullets and bombs were spreading death.
After that, nothing was the same. There was a sense in
sacrificing oneself and to defy evil. People, who yesterday
were not distinguished in anything, were turning into peo-
ple who made the enemy tremble. Today, we proudly re-
member their bravery, their example of love for their own.

Lighted candles in front of walls where each brick
in the wall denoted someone who was killed or who dis-
appeared, invited me to prayer. Candles burned as a sign
of hope. Mothers, fathers, brothers, sisters... were searched
for someone who was lost in the maelstrom of war. They
believed that God could find them or at least give them
peace.
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Qur Central Bosnia did not allow me to stay calm. |
had to pray. It was in pain, it was suffering, but it did not
lose its head. It knew that God was with it, as well as all
our people. The hospital in the Franciscan church in Nova
Bila is significant. As if God was healing the wounds of His
people. All those who were in the convoy known as the
“White Path" recognized it. They recognized themselves as
being more courageous than ever before.

| learned about prayer even from those who often
blasphemed. They searched for their loved ones and
swore. It was sad to look at them. What could they have
done for their loved ones? Mothing! They could not con-
guer the enemy, they could not approach God. They stood
alone in a field, which was ravaged by a storm.

Going down this Croatian ‘Way of the Cross' to-
wards prayer, | started to recognize that prayer for peace
preserved the soul and body of my people. It reminded
people that they were going to war not because of their
desire to Kill, but to defend their own. At the same time,
they were trying to establish peace and to stop the hostil-
ity. He who prays for peace cannot at the same time incur
danger without reason, He understands that the homeland
does not need dead, but live heroes. They will continue to
build their homeland. When everything is over, they will
be richer by one new, deeper understanding of life and
nothing else.

The Virgin Mary had for a long time been included
in the prayer for peace. | will not repeat what she said at
the beginning of her apparition in the Medugorje parish. |
will only mention what she said recently: "You talk of, my
messages but do not live them. That is why this war has
lasted so long."

| do not believe that these words of Qur Lady were
directed only to the Croatian people. They were also di-
rected to foreigners who may have been a little fatigued
by everything that has been going on. In one way, these
words were directed to all those people who call them-
selves Christians or say that they want to propagate the
dignity of the human person. Unfortunately, they were led
by those in their countries, whom for whatever reason it

18



suited them that the war last as long as possible. My be-
lief was strengthened even more by the Pope's words
who, several months ago, called us to fast and prayer to
stop the war in these regions as soon as possible. He
said this in spite of the opposition by those who wanted to
rule the destinies of the peoples in Europe and the world.

We should listen to the Pope, mothers who lost
their children, soldiers who came to realize what it means
to kill, politicians who were not afraid to make just deci-
sions, voters who demand morality and honesty from their
governments. This will create in us a real sense of human
brotherhood.

To pray for peace means to live, not to let war kill
you. Do you pray, too?
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FOOTPRINTS

ar is always a cruel and useless reality. We all
agree to this. But, at the same time, war when it
is already here, is a moment in when you can no
longer retreat or hide. We reveal ourselves for what we
really ara.
The layer of people who distinguish themselves in
a war and on whom much depends are its soldiers. They
are appreciated. People are afraid of them and depend
on the intention for which they went to war.

| have met many of our soldiers. | appreciate them
not because they are mine, but because the majority went
to fight for honorable reasons. They did not even have to
be called up. They were encouraged more than enough
by the thumping of boots of the unbridled foreign army.
Their intention was to defend their parents' home, their
religion and everything beautiful and not, to come into
something at the expense of someone else's blood,
pleasure or power.

| recognized many of them here in Medugorje at
Mass, confession, prayer... | recalled then their muddy
trenches, the whining of shells, the simple reality which
distances you away thousands and thousands kilometers
from peacetime life. Judging by their behavior one could
think that they came from another world. Gathered in
prayer they resembled any other pilgrimage.

All these soldiers without exception wore a Rosary
around their neck. Together with the Rosary they passed
through the hell of war. It kept them from becoming de-
spondent during moments when everything seemed in
vain. It glowed like a light in the night. As their friends
died they tightly clasped their Rosary just lie a ticket to
the other world. Others, who were imprisoned, were often
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badly beaten for having a Rosary in their pocket. Some-
times, they were beaten more because of the Rosary than
because they were on the other side. The wounded ones
they had survived only thanks to the Rosary.

The Rosary was wom even by those who had once
"parted” with God. They felt safer and more peaceful with
it. It reminded them that they were people and that they
should never forget it. It also told them that something else
existed beyond our human fragility. Step by step, many of
them came to lose faith. They reverted to their childhood
when you know that with your God you are at the same
time small and large.

It is not odd then that these soldiers requested to
have a day when they could come to the Mebugorje parish
in larger numbers and direct their prayers to God through
the Queen of Peace. They chose the last Saturday in May.
On that day they would gather from all the different parts
of the country. They did not only represent "brothers-in-
arms", but also "brothers in faith”,

Pilgrims from peaceful countries were amazed at
what the Queen of Peace and soldiers had in common’?
On the most part, they could not comprehend it, yet their
parents and fellow men understood these soldiers well.
You cannot go anywhere without God's blessing, not even
to war. Parents have deeply instilled in their children’s
souls that, if they have to wage war, they have to do it
gallantly and bravely. One day, when they return from the
war, they will have to render their accounts to God and
their people i.e. where they were and what they did.

In other words, the worst thing possible is not to be
able to say that you were honorable in war. This destroys
the soul and mind; the feeling for justice is turned into
disgust with yourself. You do not have to die, yet you are
already dead. The footprints you left behind were not lib-
erators, but destroyers. Many people cursed you and
many of them wished you had never been born.

However, | have faith for the footprints made by
those who pray even during the war. They can remain
people even in the absurdity of the trenches. Even the
most hardened enemies who will recognize in them will ap-
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preciate them, something they themselves do not have,
but would like to. They do not take pleasure in waging war,
but do it for the sake of defending their own. When every-
thing is over, they will return sane and be useful to their
country and each man they come in contact with.

One more thing: we are all at war, we are all sol-
diers. What are our footprints like?
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OUR LADY'S LOOK

by the best painters. A soldier and Our Lady of Me-

dugorje. It was a day in May. Sunny and warm. Ye-
hicles passed by regardlessly. They were looking at each
other.

The story was as penetrating as the source. Words
wera not necessary. The soldier spoke with his heart.

He remembered the time when he was not paricu-
larly interested in Qur Lady or God. He considered him-
self a Christian and was angry if someone denied that. He
regularly celebrated church halidays with plenty of food
and drinks. On these days he would absent-mindedly at-
tend Mass, sitting somewhere towards the back. On Sun-
days he would not usually appear in church. He had
something more important to do. In any case, he was a
man.

Thsy stood looking at each other resembling a painting

From the very beginning of threats of war he went
to defend his home. He did not have a uniform, nor did
many others. He went to war wearing tennis shoes and
jeans like a real child of the rock culture. Battles, victories
and defeats followed. Many faces he met then went to
their final resting-place.

He was angry and confused by it all. Why did his
friends have to die and be wounded? Why was it not
possible to win every battle; we are entirely in the right?
These are difficult questions.

He came to know sleepless nights in a landscape,
which could at any moment erupt with a battle. He gazed
at the stars above him, bright and carefree. He remem-
bered that in his childhood he was told that God lived
there. He could not feel this. "l need God in my everyday
life, if he exists at all", was a thought that crossed his
mind once while he was on guard duty.
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He was not familiar with this type of thought. He
thought perhaps he had gone too far and had gone mad.
He wanted to forget it all, but somehow could not. He felt
his strength had been injured. A new kind of world en-
tered his soul. What could this bring him?

He realized that he was looking for something,
something he had not had until then. A bright light was
glowing in the distance. Strange. Who could say that he
had not had that same light before? However, this was
somehow different. He felt that he would not need much to
conguer it. It was simply inviting and offered him warmth.

This soul searching led him to Our Lady of Medu-
gorje. He had sometimeas before, read articles about cures,
and about finding God. It always seemed too distant from
him. It may be the truth, but what did it mean to him per-
sonally?

Taking part in everyday events in the shrine, being
there when almost nobody was, he reversed the course
of his life. Many bullets just missed him, he endured many
difficult moments. Was it all pure coincident? He slowly
started to realize that it was not like that at all.

He used to come here on his day off to spend some
time and recover his strength; not physical, but spiritual
strength. He recognized God's influence in his life, or
what was more important at that moment, he learned to be
a man and a believer at the same time.

Recently, too a bullet just did not want to hit him.
He was walking light-heartedly to the last house of our
burnt village. This house is now empty with no inhabitants
and was the cover against the enemy. He was not familiar
with the area. Having reached the house, he learned that
only five minutes before, two other men had been fired at
in the same way. The bullet holes were still visible on
the neighboring house. He only then noticed them. He
smiled.

And Qur Lady smiled watching him engaged in
prayer and in his desire to lead a human, Ghristian and
Croatian life. She appreciated people such as this. Her
gentle look was the look of a mother full of love. And out-
side, May continued to pass by.
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VISITING OUR LADY

hen the word soldier is said, this usually denotes

a man who can fight. You can feel the smell of

battles, fear and death. Nothing is expected of
him except to be successful in these perilous places.

But, our Croatian soldier has one more characteris-
tic: he can pray, deeply and piously. | saw this at the mili-
tary pilgrimage in Marija Bistrica this year. Young faces, with
a dose of seriousness gained in difficult battles, a look
purified by the enthusiasm of prayer and feeling that
these boys had to succeed. Prayer did not destroy them.
It only strengthened them during their great decisions.
One of was to defend their country. They who speak about
pacifism from the safety of their countries cannot under-
stand this. Our boys would speak about that if circum-
stances allowed them to. A lady journalist who was a con-
vinced atheist realized this during her visit to my country.
After her first sleepless night, marked by shells, machine-
guns and bullets, pacifism in its current form to her looked
like a soap bubble and nothing else.

The Croatian soldier proved his pacifism in Marija
Bistrica during confession. Militarists would never do that
as this could destroy their well-developed conceptions.
They, who wish to conduct their life tasks with a pure
heart and clear consciousness, confess. During confes-
sion 2 man meets his soul and answers its questions, no
matter how difficult they may be.

A blackened statue of QOur Lady in the shrine
seemed to give all the answers and surmise our history in
a nutshell. Let us remind ourselves, a few centuries ago
(God, how recently was it) the statue was hidden in the
ground facing the approaching danger. Wild riders rum-
bled through searching for it, but could not find it. It was
waiting for our liberation, a liberation of any kind. It black-
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ened due to the moist ground, but miracles started to oc-
cur, not due to the material the statue was made of but
due to the love of our Croatian people who searched for
their Lady's statue. Soldiers knew that miracles happened
during the War for the Homeland. That is why they thanked
Our Lady for these miracles and conducted their pilgrim-
ages. There will certainly be more of them. Our Mother
will not forget us. There is one condition only; not to forget
Her. She will enable us to pray and fight, to fight and pray.
Only in this way we will be able to remain here in these
harsh and raging regions, even if others do not always
support us due to their distorted opinions and false-
hearted politicians.
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SEDIMENT

this particular moment | do not want to remember

any of them. | simply want to forget them all. | en-
ter quietly and respectfully in my heart and into the good
heart of my people and there | listen to a silent lesson
about something that is called love i.e. love for the home-
land.

For hundred years my people have not had a
homeland in the sense that other people have. Their
homeland was their heart and a piece of land for which
they could not say belonged to them. Others shouted it was
theirs. Greedily and shamelessly they reached out their
hands and tried to break off as much as could be broken.
My people did not give in. They were hurt, but not con-
quered.

Today, determination rules in the heart of my peo-
ple. The times are once again leaden and hard. Deadly
rains are falling and the fruits of evil are growing. The sun
is hiding behind the storm clouds. Despite that, my people
know that their good heart will be able to resist.

Yes, my people have a good heart. | am not ashamed
to say that. Why should | be? There are peoples who
should be more ashamed than my people. They are con-
stantly shouting that they are good, democratic, honest,
protectors of the poor. They would like us to believe that
yet they know well this is not so. They committed countless
crimes, they went to other countries to steal and become
rich. They even built museums where they kept their
spoils and are proud of it. | would never want my people
to be like them. | would like them not only to be different
from them, but also to be direct in their love of them-
selves. It is not a sin to love yourself, not to love yoursel
s an exceptional sin. A man who loves himself in the right
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way will be able to love others as well. That is why the
time has finally come to clean all the sediment of the past
from our heari. That is what still rings in our ears while
thinking about love for our people: when we hear the
words nationalism, fascism, chauvinism...ism. It is like a
poison throbbing in our blood circulation. It wants to scare
us, it wants to destroy us, to tell us that we are wrong and
that our heads should be bowed in shame. Sediments of
the past want to continue living. Some of our skillfully de-
signed newspapers go in favor of this. Disguised as
democrats uncovering a few thieves they conduct their
anti-national policies. They shock us, we criticize them,
yet we continue to buy them, instead of forgetting that
they exist. They try to persuade us that everyone in the
government is a thief. Only they who write about this are
not, nor are they those who would like to rule, or heaven
bid, they who have already been in power. What are they
really talking about? If everyone in government was a thiet,
would we not have been destroyed by the recent events if
everyone in government was a thief... but let us put this
aside. They are the thieves who raise doubts in my peo-
ple, who cause pusillanimity, disappointment, they who
simply destroy hope. These people live in the residue of the
past and want it to continue to be our magic dust.
Whenever they can, they try to connect us in the home-
land and abroad with those similar to them and they holler
and shout. In the meantime, my good are people bleeding
and persevering to defend their freedom and their
dreams.

Even Qur Lady believes in the dreams of my peo-
ple. In Her last message She said that She was praying
and pleaded Her son Jesus to realize the dream that our
parents had. What do you think this dream was, is and
will be? Furthermore, She sent us word so we could con-
tinue to hope. As far as | am concerned, | have decided to
obey Her.

| do not know whether those who have recently
decided about the future of my good people, they who,
although they were believers, continued to destroy my
people will obey her. | want to ask them if they have made
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an honest confession? If they regard themselves as be-
lievers, have they confessed their sins before a priest to
their God in church and have they promised to love their
people? Have they who are not believers, made their
confession before themselves? The past has to become
the past for them and for us alike. The foundations to
build a new existence for my people have been laid now.
Anything that was bad in the past should not and must not
be included in this building process.

The good heart of my people has told me many
other things. | will not mention them all. Even this is too
much for someone who does not understand. He himself
will understand if he starts contemplating about the word
love and in doing this, eliminates the poisonous sediment
of the past. Our people are no larger or smaller than any
other peoples on the face of the earth. Sediments of the
past in certain places have smeared their image. You and
| can clean them if we want to. We should also not allow
any foreigner to do this to his people.
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A LETTER TO AN UNKNOWN
PILGRIM

gorje, a place to come to renew your soul. When

you come here, we will not perhaps meet person-
ally. But, | am still writing you this letter. It is not easy for
me to write it. It hurts me, but | still feel that | must write it.
Read it before you come here so that you know where
you have arrived.

Like other people, you will certainly visit our two
hills: the Krizevac Hill and the Hill of Mary's Apparition. | do
not know which you will first visit. | would perhaps start with
Krizevac.

Once, the Krizevac Hill had a different name. It was
named Krizevac after our grandparents placed a large
cross on its summit in token of gratitude to God. When
you decide to climb to that cross, the path will lead you
through our massive Herzegovinian rocks, which seem to
have become gentler after the many feet, shod or bare-
foot, which have walked across it before you. Thorn-
bushes will fetter you, maybe a thorn might prick you.
Having reached the cross, look around you before you
start praying. You will see densely populated villages in
the vicinity and further away. Let us say that these vil-
lages "peacefully” sleep. The war Is raging, but shells are
not falling on these villages at the moment. Their resi-
dents however, are dying at the front lines strewn across
our homeland. And we call this peace (God, where have
we came to?) That cannons on similar hills are roaring in
my homeland. Villages and towns within their reach can-
not sleep peacefully. Dedicate some of your time and pray
for us. It does not matter whether you are a foreigner or a
member of my own people. If you belong to my people
than you have already been aware of all this. | believe

Dear friend, | am writing you this letter from Medu-
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that you know what you should do. If you are a foreigner,
please, do not pay too much attention to the opinion you
have brought from your country. You haven't’ come to a
"no-man's” land, you have come to a country of living
people. They like everything humane just like you do, they
like everything divine just like you do. | could give you all
the answers why these horrible things are happening in
my country, and who is at fault, but | will not. Loak for the
answers yourself. They are offered in the search for truth.
Believe me, if you find it, | will not only be satisfied, 1 will
ba more than that. | want to ask you one more thing: take
this truth to the country you are returning to. Take this truth
with you even if it is against my people.

When you come down from the hill, climb the other,
much smaller one. The name "the Hill of Mary's Apparition”
became domesticated 12 years ago. At the time, six chil-
dren from my Croatian people testified that they had seen
the Blessed Virgin Mary on that hill. Many people believed
them. If you are not certain how to feel about it all, |
would recommend to you to just to be there, breathe that
air, watch other pilgrims, the nature around you and you
will understand. | would just like to tell you that Our Lady,
who appeared here, sent various messages from the very
beginning, not only to my people, but also to all people
around the world. She has been speaking about peace,
fasting, repentance, conversion, prayer. | can testify to you
that many of my Croatian fellowmen have seriously ac-
cepted this. Today however, they are waging war. In or-
der not to influence your revelation of the truth, | will tell
you only this: they do not like it. My people have always
had a difficult life, but they have always been open to eve-
rybody. | believe that you will inmediately recognize their
hospitality. It was born in the living faith in their God. He
was the only one who inspired these people with peace
and kindness.

Having reached the valley, go to a large church. It
was built before the apparition of Qur Lady. No-one knows
why it was so large. You will meet people there from vari-
ous parts of the world. They are all welcome here. You will
perhaps see them talking with groups of women and chil-
dren in front of the church. These are our refugees. They
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have come from the areas where history is being written
with cannons. They will pray together with you in church.
They will use words that belong to a language whose name
was prohibited from use until yesterday. God will under-
stand you all, not because he understands all languages,
but because he understands the truth.

Forgive me for speaking about my people so much.
You expect these people to support you when you disbur-
den your soul. | believe that they will do so. In return they
will ask a little in return: when you return do not say that
you do not know what it is all about and where you really
were.

We are waiting for you in Medugorje with open arms
and an open heart.
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THE WAY

sunshine. The boot of a Godless Communism was
standing on the neck of my people. They moaned un-
der it, as did the Israeli people once.

Did we not pray for Moses to be sent by God and to
lead us out? But he did not come.

We saw the inevitable journey to our end. Its smell
was already felt. Then we learned that the heavenly Mother
had appeared to my people. It was in 1981, on 24 June.
They who saw Her that first time ran away. It was oo deep.
They dared to talk to her the next day. And The Way be-
gan, the way out for my people and all the peoples who
want to join them.

The meeting resembled something you do not want
to lose. Questions and answers followed. The Heavenly
Mother taught us what to do. Yet, Communism raged on.

After some time Our Lady started to systematically
send messages. It was every Thursday. We listened to
Her and it seemed that we could not believe? Was the
Heavenly mother speaking to us? Yet, it was true.

She first told us that She had chosen us. | do not
know about the others, but these words hurt me. | could
not bear the fact that someone had chosen me. | wanted
to be the one to choose in life. But, | allowed this truth to
penetrate through me, step by step. To be the chosen
one! What did this mean in everyday life? It meant a lot. |
felt it from the depth of my heart. Throughout it all Our
Lady did not say that she particularly chose us for any
specific reason. It was enough for us to want this. She
chose us the way we are, without any special credit. If we
listened to it all we would become the chosen people God
would give us great mercy. We would rise above our eve-
ryday lives and start living in the higher phases of exis-
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tence. We would realize more and more what God is and
that we would come closer to him. We would become
humbler, as we suddenly realized that more we know who
and what God is, the less and less we know about Him.
We realize our deficiencies and His great immensity. One
day we would immerse into this immensity only if today,
we learn to listen to its echoes.

Gathered as a community in the Medugorje parish,
we will become the salt of the soil and the yeast of the
world. We will be sent to Announce this news to the peo-
ple just like Jesus' first disciples did. They, who have come
to this parish led by our faith and our example, will ap-
proach God and leave behind the burdens they gathered
roaming around this lost world. It is in vain to have called
this world a human one, at least that is how those who
obtained power for themselves called it. Life had become
cold and dangerous for us, for God had been thrown out
of our worldly events. "Freedom, brotherhood and equal-
ity” started ruling instead, coming out of the bloody revo-
lution in which nobody knew who was Killing whom nor
why.

Maturally, this parish was also in danger influenced
by the same deceit. Lady says that it will protect it in Her
hands as the flower that She does not want to die. But,
those who live here are still responsible. Lady can decide
to give them something, but if they do not want to accept
it, they will not get anything. Then, it will not matter that She
said that She liked that parish more than the others where
She was.

If man wants to answer his God in the right way,
he should follow the numerous examples set by the
saints. Many of them have been on the historical stage
since the beginning of Christianity. Some of them have
been officially made saints, but many more lived quietly in
their sanctity and by their lives and examples contributed
to the appearance of the former. When the Church pro-
claimed these saints it did not want to create small Gods
of them, but wanted to encourage us in our everyday
lives. Goodness spilled over to our valley of tears.

Maturally, nobody is forced to live the way God
wants us too. In the same way, He does not consider
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anyone who rejects Him as being backward, supporting
past values and past times, but rather they who always
support Him. He is then ready to open His door at his at
the smallest wish. QOur life is a gift and should be lived in
this way. You can be happy in it, only if you want to. We
do not need any pills called "scstasy”. Only they who have
lost touch with themselves can look for this type of help.
He attempted to be modemn, when, in fact, he is lost.
Moderness means to always be on the side of goodness,
on the side of justice, on the side of beauty, on the side
of... | would not say that supporters of techno music,
disco clubs, alcohol, immorality... are on the side of mod-
erness understood in this way. They are only on side with
their lost parsonality.

Maybe someone will say that my intention is to
condemn. | Intend only to express my opinion and not to be
ashamed of it. If supporters of moderness, which is not that
at all, can think loudly, | can do that, too.

While | think about myself and the world around me
in the light of Our Lady's messages, | remember that we
have to build our world. This does not only mean to go to
church, to pray to God, to be pious in one word to fry and
save your own soul. You should save the soul of the man
next to you. We have to be engaged in improving the or-
der of this world. With regard to music, we have to offer
the music that makes us happy and gives us life. With re-
gard to fun and association, we have to offer places
where we can have fun and rest as real human beings.
With regard to culture we have to create a culture that is
a culture of life, and not against it. With regard to ... We
must not close ourselves, but must go to the world and
preach Jesus' message from the rooftops. This message
does not consist of pious words, but of the greatness of
living.

While | am writing this, | feel that God's messages
directed through Our Lady is something that | need to
hear in the silence of my heart. With God's message | am
a modern man. And | care for moderness, no matter how
you may comprehend this.
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TO KNOW HOW TO ENDURE

tacked in various ways. | do not know what to say. |

was born in this period, but | prefer to attack myself
and my way of thinking.

During my education | learned that there were two
notions that deeply present cur time: secularization and
secularism. In simple words, the former denotes a man's
wish to prove himself as a man, and the latter to prove
himself as a man sufficient for himself alone. | can directly
say, | support the former one and denounce the latter
one.

This contemporary period has frequently been at-

Unfortunately, many people today do not under-
stand either of these notions or, rather, they do not want
to understand them. For them the world is what they say.
They attack and mock everything else. They have differ-
ent attitudes in life and have different positions in society.

It seems to me that they have forgotten to bow to
the truth, which is greater than they are. They bow only
to themselves. Those who do believe and those who do
not believe do the same both. The former do not want fo
bow to God for whom they say was their Creator, the lat-
ter do not want to bow to the humanity in themselves.

For now | am a littie more interested in those who
say that they believe. Our Lady from Medugorje sent us a
message to bow to God and the most Holy Sacraments
of the Altar. Nobody can have anything against this re-
gardless of whether they believe in Our Lady's apparition
or not. This is simply the essence of Christian belief.

However, not everyone shares the same opinion. |
read in sacral newspapers a statement regarding the world
order. It went something like this; God, the Pope, the
Bishop, the Parish Priest the, people... | do not under-
stand that well. Naturally, | am not against God, or the
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Pope, or the Bishop, or the Parish Priest, or the people,
or against... | am worried by the rigidness highlighted in
their roles. Whenever this happens, love is gone. For me,
there is only sense in any order if there is love in it. If
there is no love, then it means bowing to yourself and
your role. It is useless then to refer to the law. Many things
can be done according to law, but at the same time they
need not necessarily be just.

With his arrival, Jesus Christ changed all our stale
ideas. He was against nice dresses, long fringes, front
seats at celebrations. | believe that today, he would be
against built castles, self-sufficiency, regularity that has
nothing to do with man.

| must say that | like this Jesus. | remember him in
this special way every time | am in church, every time when
| celebrate with others the memory of his breaking the
bread and blessing the glass. | believe that he is then alive
and present among us,

| particularly revive this belief in myself then when |
reach the bottom of life of my existence. This is the point,
which either destroys us or gives us even greater strangth.
It all depends on us. God is with us then and all that he
asks from us is to rely on Him, to know that we are not self-
sufficient. At first, it seems as if we are losing ourselves,
while in fact we gain ourselves. Mysticism says that this Is
the union with God, who is almighty.

If we are renewed in God, the community we belong
to, our parish will also be renewed. It can also touch the
bottom of its life. Our Lady is aware that when She tells
the Medugorje parish to listen to Her words and realize
them in its life. The parish plays the role of an individual. If
it is renewed, all those who come into contact with it will
be renewed, too. That is why they who settle in this parish
for the sake of money make a great mistake. You should
only come here to hear God's words and nothing else.
Qur Lady warns that She will stop sending messages if
the parish does not stir.

It is not mentioned anywhere that we will rid our-
selves of all our hardships only by obeying Our Lady's in-
structions. But our endurance will do so. This is the magic
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word that solves all our hardships. It penetrates the hard-
ness of our everyday life like drops of water and leads us
to a better life. That life is called the life of sanctity. It is
promised to everyone and only those who really want it
gain it.

Repentance and prayer are the necessary means
for endurance. Great Christian men prove that by their
lives. They say that prayer is the means, which controls our
soul and repentance the means, which controls our body.
United, they make a personality of us.

On the road of prayer and repentance there is no
turning around and constant asking what others are doing
and gossiping. That way we will not go anywhere. We will
be lost in the side alleys, instead of going the right way.
There will also be moments when we will wish to abandon
it all. In these moments we have to be persistent.

Prayer and repentance lead us to God. Only then will
we experience ourselves as real personalities and will we
be able to endure the burden of any role in our lives. Do we
think that it is that simple? If it was, the proverb that if we
want to see what someone is like we only have to give him
power, would never have been told. It refers both to social
and religious structures.

Secularization does not appear suddenly, just like
that. Qur mistakes also open the door to it. However,
armed with human and divine wisdom, we create a naw,
better life. Can you and | follow that direction?
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GOD'S IMAGE

here was a battle on that morning. There were dead.

There were wounded. The air was serious, as were

the trees, rocks, grass. It seemed as if you had been
thrown out of the world which your parents, school, Church
had taught you about. That morning you were both the
hunter and the hunted. You did not invite anyone for a cup
of coffee and a chat. You destroyed in order to stay alive.
You did not want to retreat. You knew that if you did not
destroy others they, would destroy you. It was all useless.
You searched for some sense in moments of rest and
your thought were with the homeland, God, your children.

You remembered well that they had spoken about
God to you in childhood. Later too, you heard something
about Him. Mostly, God was good, He took care of you,
He loved you. But today, with your own eyes you see the
evil, which is erupting. Where is God? The evil bursts out
and chokes you, want to posses you. You do not allow it
and you call God to come, you look at his image and want
to drown in it

It all depends on God's image in you. If that image
is pure and clear, nothing will destroy your smile and your
trust in life. You will see the dead and the wounded, but
this will not create hatred in you. You will just become
more determined to defend your home, "to do" your bit.
You know that hatred makes you blind, that it leads you to
make the wrong steps and procedures. Once you regain
your sight again it is already too late, as the fruits of ha-
tred are too ripe. When your eyes are open and heart full
of love for your people, without hatred for anyone, you will
be able to recognize what you have to do to conguer
those on the other side. If God's image in you is vague, do
not expect any good. You will kill without reason, rape, tor-
ture and destroy. You will think that you are doing the right
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thing, while in fact it will be your defeat. Some people will
applaud you, but will never do the same. They like you
may even pay you to do something for them. Do not ac-
cept their money, do not ever "work off” their dirty jobs.
You have not been called to serve anyone, you are called
to defend your sacred things.

| know that you are strong enough to clean God's
image. The cleaner it is, the closer you are to God, which
means closer to freedom, joy, life. When this is all over,
together we will create a new world, be friends and smile.
Nobody needs dead heroes, "a knight”. Your people needs
you as a live hero, one who will prolong their existence
with his life in this fragile world. Listen to the prayer in
yourself as a profound conversation with God. It will make
a new man of you.

A PRAYER FROM THE TRENCHES

Tonight, when you pass along our front-line
O God, stop by my trench

| will telf the most beautiful stories | know

I will be more honest than ever before

| will promise you that | will not be the same
as they on the other side

I will fight in the same way you did

when you were chased the merchants from the
temple with a whip

yet, you did not hate them then

you just did

what had to be done

O God, come and see me in my trench tonight

| will not have anything to offer to you

but you will understand me

they can fire any minute

we will amicably look at my present

and will make a deal

not to go anywhere without each other in future
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O God, come and see me in my trench tonight

| may not recognize your coming
s0, please, be persistent

call me

I will certainly respond

if I hear your voice.

God can pass by the front-line at any time during
the day or night. Can you see Him? Can you hear Him?
His image is in your depths. You are, in fact, His image.
Smile.
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| BELIEVE IN EUROPE

ered in me. It seemed that | could knead it with my

hands, that | could cut it like a fog. That day needn't
have been like that judging from the outside. | was work-
ing moderately and exerting myself; | attended to some
smaller jobs, talking with people and listening to the news
during the break. That day, the news reported on European
politicians and their games, more so than usual. It echoed
in me like a pain, like a scream. The future of my people
was at stake. On the other hand, refugees spoke aboul
their real and bloody stories. It all gathered inside me, be-
came jumbled and then just snapped to become a de-
termined attitude. | was fed up with Europe, its talk about
freedom, protection of rights, protection of individuals and
the rights of nations and the friendship of the European
countries... It was all a farce.

Anyway, how could | believe it all? That same
Europe tried to deny my people the right to be born.
When they were born, in spite of all that, it tried to deny
them the right to grow. It wanted simply to choke them by
its negligence, supporting the enemy, pointing out even
the smallest mistake or "so-called" mistake. It did not
want to remember that in the beginning, it should have
forgiven or, helped more. Naturally, everything was done
indirectly. It was afraid of the threat of conflict, of ethnic
cleansing, hunger and etc., etc....It sent its soldiers not to
help, but to do everything in keeping with to the ideas of
some European countries (not to say peoples). These
countries cast an evil shadow over my people.

In the evening another man appeared in front of me.
A foreigner. A European. Go home to your happy Europe, |
shouted to myself. Why had he come here to bother me?
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He told me he was a street cleaner in a European
town. He knew that my people were in war. He saved some
money and bought a few packages of food. He hoped it
would help someone.

| do not know whether he had noticed anything in
my look, but he had just touched a structure in my inner
world, which had just started to be built. | thanked him more
than | had thanked anyone before. | know that his gift was
small, but | felt | should treat him well.

Who were all those perfumed and slicked up Euro-
pean politicians compared to this sitreet cleaner? They
were ordinary blown up colorful balloons. They did not have
a heart, which is the most beautiful of human qualities.
That is why they lied to us, as they had lied to the street
cleaner. He elected them, but if he had known what they
were like that, | believe that they would never have been
elected. Individual politicians are not Europe, but individu-
als, peoples in that Europe. To be their friend means to start
living happily. You will not live alone. But to live with oth-
ers does not at the same time mean to sell yourself, to al-
low someone fo rule over you.

There is a Europe outside the mass media, a
Europe that has not lost its sense of justice and good-
ness. It can be met in all European streets, in all Euro-
pean towns. | have met and am still meeting this Europe.
Its main characteristic is that it remains, it has not been
destroyed, while politicians come and. This Europe helped
us to survive during the war. It also helped us to grow and
to be strong so that we could cope on an equal footing

with all the selfish politicians. This Europe will conquer all
the bad seeds In it. It will not allow its future to be de-
stroyed by a certain circle of people - monsters. | believe
in this Europe, too.

The worst thing that can happen to us, in addition
to huge mess caused by politicians, is for us to start ac-
cusing certain peoples that they wished us nothing but
evil. Only then they would completely conquer us. They
would identify us with themselves. But we are not the
same as they are. We are greater than they are. | would
personally be ashamed to be with them. | do not want
now to reconsider whether it sounds Christian or not, but |
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do not want to have anything to do with them. If they de-
sire so, let them go down in history with their frozen smile,
rapacious eyss, treacherous movements. History will rec-
ord them as bad people in responsible times. | want to be
with those who will help good to be born among people. |
am not ashamed of this.

Maturally, the Europe that | like and which | want to
grow with and help it to grow cannot be found in this
street cleaner. This would be a desperate consolation.
My Europe is also present in people of various other pro-
fessions. These are even certain politicians at the peak of
Europe. These politicians have strength and the will to
carry out all the good and beneficial laws that appear
from time to time in the sky of the European policy. | want
to get in touch with them so that we can win together. | am
simply not interested in my idea of the world's order to be
victorious. | am interested in the truth of winning. It is the
same for all people, for all men at all times. | will not let any
rotten politicians take away something from me. They do
not have the right to be where they are. In spite of them, |
will believe in Europe, our Europe.
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THE STREET OF PROTEST

dead, so many wounded, such and such peacemaking

movements have visited my country, such and such
peacemaking movements held a lecture. | think to myself,
for four years | have been reading the same headlines.
Always more dead, more wounded, more peacemaking
movements and so on. This too much unhappiness and
pain every day.

| would so much like to change headlines. When |
open the newspapers | would like to read that we have
successfully walked through this country and that we are
a land of prosperity and peace. | would not like to find the
names of my friends in the obituaries who died defending
our country. | would like a life, both for my people and the
by the way traveler who visits us, to be free and safe.

Peacemaking movements | have read about or
have met with, say they agree with me. Their very name
infers that they bring peace. That peace is a peace with-
out limits. They even know how to achieve it. | smile and
remembar.

Before the beginning of that war | lived in a big
town, the capital of a European country. Beneath the win-
dow of my room there was a street through which ail im-
portant protests, not only in this town, but also in that
country, passed by. For me it was interesting for me to
watch them, since | had come from a Communist country.
In my subconscious was the constant thoughi beating
that each protest meant a step towards the truth, brave
proof of the disparity with social injustice. | did not partici-
pate in the protest since | did not feel capable of changing
anything in a foreign, unfamiliar world. Waiching various
protests, | met the Gulf war. Everything was stirring. News-
papers, radio, television all addressed the justification of
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I am again reading the paper this morning: so many



